
 

 

From Research to Reality - 2018 Annual Participants Forum  
Closing Remarks by 

CRC Deputy Chair Sandy Hollway AO 
 
As it embarks on its final year, the CRC has achieved a substantial body of high-quality work.  
This is shown in the number of projects undertaken, the extensive body of research 
publications, the largest investment which Australia has made in higher degree education in 
this field, and the technologies, products and tools which have been taken up by the private 
sector and by government.  The CRC will certainly meet its key targets in terms of reducing 
carbon emissions and impact on the Australian economy. 
 
The CRC is mature and confident.  The habit of trilateral collaboration between researchers, 
business and government has deepened, and hopefully become entrenched. 
 
From Research to Reality - the theme of the forum - is not just a platitude but is happening.  
Examples include the new PVT roofing technology taken up by BlueScope, the smart 
monitoring and management system of Solar Analytics, the development of low carbon 
concrete, innovations in modular building, carbon reductions in pool pumps and numerous 
other outputs.   
 
The 2018 Forum gave more prominence than perhaps any earlier Forum to the take-up of 
research via start-up companies and entrepreneurship, for instance Power Ledger.  Other 
interesting examples were the research being taken up by networks of companies, for 
example the tourism operators in the Blue Mountains and on the Barrier Reef, all of whom 
see a reputational, branding and competitive advantage in being strong actors in reducing 
carbon. And at the community level, particularly interesting has been the take-up of low 
carbon initiatives by schools and school children. 
 
Australia and the CRC have got on with the job notwithstanding a rather dispiriting broader 
policy environment. A number of speakers noted that Australia has performed poorly on 
energy efficiency.  Again, speakers referred to the glacial pace of progress on revising the 
building code. More generally, policy on climate change has proven notoriously difficult.  
 
This may change.  The huge body of work accomplished by the CRC will always be there to be 
picked up by government and others.  And, as noted, in any event Australia is getting on with 
the job.  The Forum’s host city - Adelaide - provides a good example of this with its zero- 
carbon commitment. 
 
There is every prospect that the CRC will achieve a strong legacy after it completes its work 
in the middle of 2019. This legacy will be multifaceted.  It will include the Nodes as ongoing 
centres of excellence for collaborative research, the Knowledge Hub as a single reliable site 
for information about low carbon innovations in the built environment, the Living 
Laboratories, and the close to 100 students achieving higher degree qualifications through 
the CRC’s support.  In addition, there seems a strong prospect of the low carbon work 
continuing in the context of the more broadly designed Future Cities CRC which has been put 
forward for consideration.  
 
It is highly desirable that the sense of community and collaboration between research 
organisations and users of research which has been developed through the CRC should not 
be lost. Whatever the post- CRCLCL future may bring, participants should label themselves as 
the Australian Low Carbon Research Alliance and continue to work together accordingly. 


